LEADERSHIP SPOKANE
2020 – 2021 Annual Report
SETTING DIRECTION
FOR OUR COMMUNITY

The 1983 Society
The Leadership Spokane
1983 Society builds and
fosters a legacy of
leadership in the Spokane
area and the Inland
Northwest to effectively
strengthen our
communities. The Society
will support the Leadership
Programs and provide a
forum for continuing
alumni advocacy.
801 W. Riverside
Suite 220
Spokane, WA 99201
Phone: (509) 321-3639
Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00
am to 4:30 pm

MISSION
We are a catalyst –
educating and uniting
diverse, collaborative
Youth to ensure a
Leaders
Leadership
vibrant
Spokane.

Spokane Class

OUR MISSION RESULTS:

111
Leadership
Training Hours

76
Engaged
Leaders

1311
Service Hours

FUNDRAISING

OUR FUNDRAISING & SPONSORS
2021 Income:
Tuition - $179,233
Sponsorship - $45,023
Fundraising - $48,421
Memberships - $8,190

2021 Expenses:
Program – $189,358
Facility/Overhead - $77,239
Marketing – $7,458

PROGRAM SPONSORS
Kalispel Tribe of Indians and Northern Quest Resort & Casino
Dirk Vastrick
Triumph Foundation
MultiCare Health Foundation
Providence Health Care
Cowles Company
Itron
Numerica Credit Union
Avista Foundation
Tribe Media Lab
Washington Trust Bank
Whitworth University

Tuition scholarship
assistance of a total
of $18,732 for the
Class of 2021 was
provided by the
following companies:
Smith-Barbieri
Progressive Fund,
Dirk Vastrick,
Horizon Credit Union,
and Rotary 21.

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2022
Our Goals:
1.) Critically assess lessons learned from pandemic transition to virtual
format and implement successes and discoveries for future classes
2.) Maintain financial stability, pursue unique funding opportunities
3.) Provide engaging program delivery to Classes of 2022
4.) Expand focus on inclusivity incorporating in more facets of
programs, as well as staff development

A YEAR IN REVIEW
Adult Leadership

Youth Leadership

The Adult Class of 2021 was virtually
unprecedented! This group was full of grace,
kindness, and flexibility. Our staff felt so grateful
to them as we worked our way through
providing the same quality learning opportunity
in a completely new format. We had wonderful,
weekly, virtual, tour opportunities, offered by
our amazing business partners all over the
region, old favorites and some new options. We
witnessed the flexible, creative pandemic
solutions of the 2nd Harvest Food Bank, the
beautiful new Ice Age Playground in Riverfront
Park, and learned about the difference one
innovative, enthusiastic person can make in our
community, from Rick Clark. Our team of 3,
successfully confronted the unprecedented
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic
together, from our individual home offices. The
staff demonstrated unbelievable creativity,
energy and flexibility, with solutions to every
challenge. Leadership Spokane deftly pivoted to
online learning, including a fabulous Regional
Economy Day scavenger hunt taking
participants from Northwest Offset Printing to
the Spokane International Airport and many
stops in between. As we approach the end of
our year, we are grateful for the help of URM
Stores Inc. and Beacon Hill Catering. The Class
of 2021 celebrated leadership with an outdoor,
in-person Commencement Ceremony!
The curriculum, tours, and overall experience
resulted in an exciting and highly competitive
recruiting season with another bumper crop of
brilliant, talented applicants to consider for the
Leadership Spokane Class of 2022. Our
deepest gratitude to our community scholarship
supporters. Ten individuals will be receiving a
total of $18,334 scholarship dollars to
participate in the Leadership Spokane Class of
2022!

The Youth Leadership Class of
2021 experienced another year of
success. They continuously
impressed and surprised our
honorable guest speakers with their
insightful questions. Our total
graduate count now reaches well
over 700 graduates.
The group was comprised of great
geographic diversity to include
students from all over Spokane
County. They effectively worked
together attending class via Zoom,
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Thank you to our amazing partners
at Horizon Credit Union for not only
facilitating education on financial
health for the youth, but also joining
us at the socially distant graduation
event hosted by The Scoop. We
celebrated by scooping up some
delicious fun, making the end of the
year extra sweet!

A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The Leadership Spokane adult class had a very
dynamic year. Beginning with our first-ever virtual retreat on
Zoom. The retreat was facilitated by esteemed graduate
from the Class of 2009, Jason Swain (Symbio), and Chris
Wheatley (Numerica). They volunteered their time, talent,
and treasure to plan a retreat like no other. This group
demonstrated their leadership abilities by challenging
themselves and joyfully supporting each other immediately
upon the start of our activities. They are definitely
unprecedented!
We then proceeded into some excellent monthly sessions filled with local subject matter
experts, learning about our fabulous community, skill-building, and getting to know classmates. The
students split into five groups to offer their skills, knowledge, and experience in community service
projects which benefitted Generation Alive, Camp Reed, Joya, Cleone’s Closet and Big Brothers
Big Sisters. The Leadership Lights the Way 2021 virtual Gala brought in $39,645.00 in donations. It
was a high-energy evening with great conversation in the Chat and good-hearted ribbing running
up the bids! The generous alumni and community members who, had a fun-filled evening
connecting with friends and colleagues.
Our tiny exemplary staff, and this wonderful class, experienced a fully virtual Leadership
Spokane program. There is no way to accurately explain what a Herculean accomplishment this
was for our group. We had weekly virtual field trips, GOATs Gab sessions and finally a joyful,
outdoor, in-person, commencement ceremony, all of which we had never been even imagined, until
this year.
The class selection for 2022 was particularly exciting because we received another large
group of applications. The process has become quite competitive, reminding many of the early
days of Leadership Spokane when individuals would often apply multiple times in the hopes of
becoming part of this prestigious program. As result, we have a 60-person adult class of
exceptional leaders for 2022. Furthermore, the youth class has 29 participants, many of whom
have parents or siblings who are alumni of Leadership Spokane programs. We consider this the
greatest compliment and cannot wait to get to know the youth as the year progresses.
As we begin another year, our staff has engaged in a significant amount of reflection on our
40-year history in the city of Spokane. Spokane is wading through a truly exceptional time in
history, and everywhere you look, the 1,488 Leadership Spokane graduates are involved in the
exceptional things happening in our region. We have an unexpected, challenging adventure ahead
and we are so grateful to have the brilliant alumni community by our side, as we begin this
transition year. The encouragement from our community, Board of Directors and stupendous
sponsors keeps us growing and innovating. Please accept our most sincere appreciation for the
support and inspiration as we find our way through the wilderness of this unprecedented, complex
situation.

-Jaxon Riley

A FEW WORDS FROM THE CLASS OF 2021
“My experience with Leadership Spokane has been one of the most impactful
experiences of my entire life. Even in the virtual environment, the staff at Leadership Spokane
did an amazing job helping us feel connected to each other and keeping us engaged. I have
only met a handful of my classmates in person, but it feels like I have known them all for
years. The past eight months have opened my eyes to what it means to be a servant leader in
my community and has taught me so much about effective communication and teamwork. I
am so thankful to the team at Leadership Spokane and all of my classmates for giving
me such an incredible experience.”
- Joey Gunning, Business Growth Coordinator at Greater Spokane Incorporated
“Despite being born and raised here, Leadership Spokane gave me a new view into my city
that I need to be an effective leader, community advocate and active volunteer. I know the
connections I made with my cohort and the community leaders we met throughout
the program will be ones I foster forever.”
-Lisa Cargill, Corporate Communications Program Manager at Itron, Inc.
“Leadership Spokane has been a fantastic experience. I was very hesitant when finding out it
had to be done virtually, but I ended up really enjoying this program, regardless. I can’t
believe what a great job the whole Leadership Spokane team did in such short notice of
having to make this all virtual because of the pandemic. I want to say that even with it being
virtual, it was a great experience.”
-Andrew Crosby, Branch Manager at Global Credit Union
“I am so thankful to have been in Leadership Spokane this year.
This experience has opened my eyes to how wonderful our city is.
My class stepped up and helped members of our community, as
well as myself in time of need. Leadership Spokane 2021 is the
best class ever! I will cherish the memories from the fabulous
speakers who shared their stories, collaborating with my team for
our special project, anxiously waiting to see what goodies were in
the monthly Tool Kits and the very fun Scavenger hunt. Many
blessings to all of you who work so hard to better our city. Thank
you for making me a part of the Leadership tribe.”
-Jen Kennedy, Diversion/HFCA Specialist at
Catholic Charities Eastern Washington

